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White House Playing the Waiting Game

Senate Whitewater Committee's Work
Not Done Due to Stonewalling

"Whenever we mention a date for completing the committee 's investigation], then it
gives occasionfor some people to say, 'Well, maybe we can out wait them, 'and I think that 's
been a good deal of the strategy from the White House. "

Senate Whitewater Committee Chairman D'Amato
January 21, 1996, NBC's Meet The Press

To date, the White House's level of cooperation with requests for documents made by the
Senate Special Committee to Investigate Whitewater Development Corporation and Related
Matters has been the equivalent of "Go Fish," an attitude which certainly seems to be at odds
with the Administration's professed desire to avoid a fishing expedition. The Special
Committee's January 22, 1996, report states: "Throughout the course of its inquiry, the
Committee has been hindered by parties unduly delaying the production of, or withholding
outright, documents critical to its investigation." The record reveals a clear pattern of obstruction
designed to run out the clock on the Committee's investigation.

S. Res. 120, which passed 'the Senate on May 17, 1995 by a vote of 96 to 3, authorized
the Special Committee's activities through February 29, 1996. On January 21, Senate Minority
Leader Daschle threatened to filibuster any attempt to extend the authority of the committee
beyond the current deadline.

How The Game Is Played

The White House, as well as other involved parties, have succeeded in prolonging the
Special Committee's work by several months. A few examples illustrate the White House's
delay-of-game plan:

-On June 30, 1995, the Committee requested that the White House produce the
residential telephone records for Margaret Williams, chief of staff to the First Lady, for
the period July 20-22, 1993.

* August 24, 1995: Ms. Williams' counsel tells the Committee that the telephone
company no longer retains the requested records.
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* September 13, 1995: The Committee contacts the telephone company and is
informed that the records are in fact available. The telephone company produces
the July, 1993 records for the Committee Within a week. Ms. Williams informs
the Co mmittee that she now has ihe requested telephone records and is willing to
cooperate with the Committee.

Approximate Delay: Two and one half months

-On June 30, 1995, the Committee requested from the White House all records
reflecting "communications that took place between 5:00 p.m. on July 20, 1993, and 5:00
p.m. on July 22, 1993, from or to Hillary Rodham Clinton."

* September 20, 1995: The Clintons' personal attorney produces for the Committee
records of Mrs. Clinton's telephone calls from the Rodham residence in Little
Rock, Arkansas.

Approximate Delay: Three months

- On July 11, 1995, the Committee requested that the White House produce certain
telephone records of Susan Thomases, an attorney and a long-time friend and advisor of
the First Lady, for July of 1993.

* Jo August 11, 1995: Ms. Thomases informs the Committee that neither she nor the
telephone company retained any records of calls made from her residence or
charged to her calling card.

* October 2, 1995: Ms. Thomases produces limited records or calls made from her
offices and vacation house.

* December 6, 1995: Ms. Thomases' lawyer produces for the Committee certain
telephone records he had discovered "in a routine search of records for an
unrelated case."

* December 11, 1995: Ms. Thomases' lawyer produces for the Committee
additional telephone records.

Approximate Delay: Six months

- On August 25, 1995, the Committee requested from the White House all documents
that "reflect, refer, or relate to" matters involving the Whitewater or the handling of
documents in the office of former White House Deputy Counsel Vincent Foster. The
Committee also informed the White House that it was necessary to receive these
documents no later than September 7, 1995, in order for it to complete its work in a
timely fashion.
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* September 15, 1995: The White House makes "an initial production" of records,
and informs the Committee that the records represent an incomplete response.

* September 25, 1995: The Committee agrees to limit the scope of its initial,
August 25, document request.

* October 17, 1995: The White House' production of documents is still far from
complete and the Committee agrees to further limit the scope of its request-
even going so far as to specify which offices the White House should search in
order to find the documents.

* October 17, 1995: Chairman D'Amato writes then-Counsel to the President,
Abner Mikva, stating that the White House's delays in producing documents has
"impacted negatively on the Committee's ability to conclude its investigation by
February 1996."

* October 26, 1996: In response to the White House's inadequate response to
document requests, the Committee votes unanimously to issue subpoenas seeking
all documents pertaining to the initial August 25 request.

* January 5, 1996: David Kendall, the Clintons' personal lawyer, produces for the
Committee copies of the Rose Law Firm's billing records detailing the First
Lady's work performed for Madison Guaranty. The documents were found in an
area located within the private residence of the White House.

* January 19, 1996: After months of delay, the White House finally agrees to begin
the process of searching for electronic mail messages covered by the Committee's
August 25, 1995 request.

Approximate Delay: Five months

- October 26, 1995, the Committee (as was noted above) issued a subpoena to the
White House for all Whitewater-related documents. Among these documents were notes
taken by former Associate White House Counsel William Kennedy at a November 5,
1993, meeting of White House officials and the Clintons' private lawyers relating to
Whitewater.

* November 2, 1995: The White House notifies the Committee that it was refusing
to produce the Kennedy notes on the grounds of attorney-client privilege.

* December 5, 1995: Mr. Kennedy refuses to answer questions about the
November, 1993 meeting in testimony before the Committee.
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* December 8, 1995: The Committee issues a subpoena to Mr. Kennedy directing
him to produce his notes taken during the meeting. Mr. Kennedy refuses to
comply with the subpoena.

* December 14, 1995: The Committee votes to order Mr. Kennedy to produce the
notes by 9:00 a.m., December 15. Mr. Kennedy does not comply with the order.

* December 20, 1995: The full Senate adopts S. Res. 199, initiating a civil action in
Federal District Court requiring Mr. Kennedy and the White House to produce the
notes.

* December 22, 1995: The White House reverses its position and Mr. Kennedy
presents his notes to the Committee.

Approximate Delay: Four months (from date ofAugust 25, 1995 request)

Setting The Record Straight

As of January 22, 1996, the committee has conducted 172 depositions, examined 95
witnesses, held 29 days of public hearings, and in so doing, has brought to light a substantial
number of critical facts relating to the areas of inquiry mandated in S. Res. 120.

This represents a "reasonable effort" by any objective measure. Yet the committee's
work is far from done. In large part, this is because the committee's efforts to meet its deadline
have been impeded by the efforts of various parties to out wait that deadline. At this point in its
investigation, it would be unfortunate to add a Senate filibuster to the list of obstacles and delay
tactics designed to prevent the Committee-from fulfilling its mandate.

Staff Contact: Jack Clark, 224-2946
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